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The Impacts of Climate Change Judicial Remedies for Climate reSOu rCe d esig n ed to provid e

Disruption: A Preliminary Analysis

judges and the judiciary with
reliable information about the
legal and scientific issues In
climate litigation.




CLIMATE CASES OVER TIME

300 Climate Cases by Filing Year
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ata from the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law databases, compiled mid-September 2023.



U.S. CLIMATE CASES BY STATE
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in state courts, ﬂ,_ N P 610
before state f‘k(DE

agencies, and in S M 1720
federal district e B 21-50
courts. W 51-100
It does not 188
include cases in 450+

U.S. courts of

appeals. some cases may be

counted more than
once if they appeared
before more than one
adjudicatory body.

Based on data from the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law U.S. Climate Change Litigation database, compiled mid-September 2023.



TYPES OF CLIMATE CASES

MITIGATION

cases involve the amount of
greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere
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ADAPTATION & RISK
MANAGEMENT

cases involve financial, physical,
and other risks posed by a
changing climate

IMPACTS

cases involve reducing or
compensating for harm
caused by the effects of
climate change



U.S. CLIMATE CASES BY CLAIM

Climate Change Protesters and Scientists, 2.8%

Adaptation, 6.5%
[ _-Clean Air Act, 9.4%

Public Trust, 1.3%

Securities and Financial Regulation, 1.4%
Common-Law Claims, 1.6%——

Endangered Species Act
—and Other Wildlife
Protection Statutes, 9.9%

Other State Law Case

Categories, 10.8%
Clean Water Act, 3.1%

State Utility Regulation, 2.6%——

/___ National Environmental
Policy Act, 17.8%

State Environmental Review, 12.6%

™ Freedom of Information Act, 4.3%

Constitutional, 6% .
Other Federal Statutes, 9.9%

Based on data from the Sabin Center for Climate Change Law U.S. Climate Change Litigation database, compiled mid-September 2023.



LEGAL TOPICS

CASE

ROCEDURAL MANAGEMENT

CONSTITUTIONAL
RIGHTS

STATUTORY AND

REGULATORY

COMMON LAW REMEDIES




CLIMATE CASE TRENDS

TREND

Utility negligence for wildfires

EXAMPLES

« CA lawsuits led to PG&E bankruptcy

(foreseeable heat, drought, wind)

State-law suits against fossil-fuel companies
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« PacifiCorpclass-action-in-Oregon
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« Upcoming Lahaina cases in Hawali

 CA, MD; Boulder, Honolulu; Multhomah Cty.

(tort/consumer protection claims)

Challenges to energy projects

« Cases starting to proceed in state courts

* Permitting, zoning and land use

(both fossil-fuel and renewable)

State constitutional suits for
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« Utility law and rate-setting

 Held v. State of Montana

n l,l L]
o AvAanine —1J\/ )an a ~lalNaYalab=1ilala
2hVi= s _\L_ A\ _C ANSDOaUC

Injunctive and declaratory relief

—
- = 7 KJ

 [D. Or. Juliana case as federal analogue]
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