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What are the types of climate change effects Rhode Island will 
face?

Source: 
https:// climatechange.ri.gov/climate-
science
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Increased precipitation, flooding, and rising sea levels in Rhode 
Island

Source: https:/ /mycoast.org/
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What is on the minds of our environmental and municipa
leaders?
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Emerging legal situations

What will municipalities be liable for?

What happens to public access and property ownership at the shoreline? 

When do communities think about relocation?



Municipal liability

Source: https:/ /www.beachsamp.org/



STORMTOOLS

Source: https:/ / stormtools-mainpage-crc-uri.hub.arcgis.com/
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Coastal Hazard Analysis

Source: http:/ /www.crmc.ri.gov/ coastalhazardapp.html



Municipal liability
Activities that may generate liability concerns:
-building and maintaining roads and bridges
-installing and maintaining stormwater facilities
-approving subdivisions
-issuing building permits 

Municipalities may:
-create low-impact development zones or overlay zones

See more: https://prep-ri.org/prep-ri/liability/



Municipal liability

-Physical Takings
-Regulatory Takings



Public access

Photo courtesy of Rhode Island Sea Grant



Public access
-2021 Special Legislative Commission to Study and Provide Recommendations on the Issues Relating to Lateral 
Access Along the Rhode Island Shoreline (Rep. Cortvriend, Chair, Rep. Filippi, Vice-Chair)  

-In 2023, the shoreline access bill was signed into law.

-Rhode Island Constitution:
Section 16. Compensation for taking of private property for public use — Regulation of fishery rights and shore privileges not public
taking.

Private property shall not be taken for public uses, without just compensation. The powers of the state and of its municipalities to
regulate and control the use of land and waters in the furtherance of the preservation, regeneration, and restoration of the natural
environment, and in furtherance of the protection of the rights of the people to enjoy and freely exercise the rights of fishery and the
privileges of the shore, as those rights and duties are set forth in Section 17, shall be an exercise of the police powers of the state,
shall be liberally construed, and shall not be deemed to be a public use of private property.

Section 17. Fishery rights— Shore privileges— Preservation of natural resources.

The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights of fishery, and the privileges of the shore, to which they have been
heretofore entitled under the charter and usages of this state, including but not limited to fishing from the shore, the gathering of
seaweed, leaving the shore to swim in the sea and passage along the shore; and they shall be secure in their rights to the use and
enjoyment of the natural resources of the state with due regard for the preservation of their values; and it shall be the duty of the general
assembly to provide for the conservation of the air, land, water, plant, animal, mineral and other natural resources of the state, and to
adopt all means necessary and proper by law to protect the natural environment of the people of the state by providing adequate
resource planning for the control and regulation of the use of the natural resources of the state and for the preservation, regeneration
and restoration of the natural environment of the state.



Public access and property ownership at the shoreline 

Photo credit: Lane Turner/ Boston Globe Staff



When should communities think about relocation?

Source: 
https:/ / experience.arcgis.com/ experience/ 6243398bbb804cc794fbdfbf2e5a71c0/ page/
Home/
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Photo credit: Sofie Rudin/ The Public’s Radio



Workshop on community-driven relocation
Marine Affairs Institute
Roger Williams University School of Law
Friday, January 31, 2025



Useful links to explore more

Beach SAMP:
https://www.beachsamp.org/

STORMTOOLS:
https://stormtools-mainpage-crc-uri.hub.arcgis.com/

CRMC’s Coastal Hazard Application:
http://www.crmc.ri.gov/coastalhazardapp/CH_App_Worksheet_Interactive.pdf

Red Book (650-RICR-20-00-1):
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/650-20-00-1

Marine Affairs Institute workshop on municipal liability:
https://law.rwu.edu/academics/marine-affairs-institute/research-and-outreach/symposiaconferences/legal-
aspects-coastal-adaptation-resilience-ri-dec-2015

Marine Affairs Institute symposium on legal strategies for climate adaptation in New England:
https://law.rwu.edu/academics/marine-affairs-institute/research-and-outreach/symposiaconferences/legal-
strategies-climate-adaptation



Useful links to explore more

Marine Affairs Institute reports:
https://marineaffairsinstitute.org/

PREP-RI:
https://prep-ri.org/

MyCoast Rhode Island:
https://mycoast.org/ri

State of Rhode Island climate information, including all official reports:
https://climatechange.ri.gov/

Special Legislative Commission to Study and Provide Recommendations on the Issues Relating to Lateral Access 
Along the Rhode Island Shoreline Final Report: 
https://www.rilegislature.gov/commissions/shac/commdocs/Final%20Report%20Shoreline%20Access%20Commiss
ion%20March%2031%202022.pdf

Rhode Island Transfer of Development Rights Manual:
https://web.archive.org/web/20210814234110/http://www.dem.ri.gov/programs/bpoladm/suswshed/pdfs/devri
ght.pdf



Thank you!

Julia Wyman
Director
Marine Affairs Institute
Roger Williams University School of Law
Rhode Island Sea Grant Legal Program
jwyman@rwu.edu


